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JEWISH SUMMER CAMP IS AS ubiquitous in the U.S. as s�mores and 
barbecue, but in Israel, it�s a fairly new endeavor, made possible by the 
long summers and an absence of activities for kids on break from school. 
Now, kids in the U.S. can go to Israel to enjoy their nights around the 
camp�re along with Israelis from all over the country, and campers from 
other countries as well. 
	 Along with day camps organized by the Ministry of Education, several 
new Israeli overnight camps are getting into the business of outdoor sports, 
singing around the camp�re and strengthening Jewish identity while giving 
campers a great summer away from home for two to three weeks at a time. 
	 One such camp is the aptly named eCamp, which focuses on technology, 
digital art and, of course, a lot of social activities to create an exciting 
summer for campers from more than 25 different countries. 
	 �Every summer, we have kids coming from all over the world,� eCamp 
founder Dotan Tamir says.  
	 Tamir founded eCamp after working for a similar camp in the U.S., 
where he was inspired to bring the model to Israel � with an international 
and Jewish twist. This is the fourth summer since the camp�s founding, and 
the number of returning campers is substantial already.
	 �About one third of campers from last summer have already registered for 
the coming summer, which is a great sign,� Tamir says. 
	 With three two-week sessions and an option to attend all three sessions 
with a day trip to Israel�s north in between the sessions, campers ages 8-18 
can enjoy the land of Israel while learning about the great technological 
advancements that Israeli companies have made throughout the world. And 
although many campers are returning for the second, third and for some, 
even fourth time, the activities at camp are never the same. 
	 From digital arts, digital comics, music, 3D modeling, graphic design, 
computer programming, video �lming and special effects, �ash animation 
and video game creation to workshops in building a computer or robot from 
scratch, the camp is adding more and more options each year as technology 
progresses. 
	 Deejay mixing, 3D game design and creation of smart phone applications 
are among new options for campers. 
	 �As technology changes, we add workshops that kids want � it�s the 
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Campers participate in Color War, 
one of the main attractions at Camp 
Amichai in Israel every summer.
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